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by The Angus Reid Group for Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada, June - July 1991 


Survey conducted 
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Bes Multiculturalism and —- Multiculturalisme et . Canada 


Citizenship Canada _—_ Citoyenneté Canada 


Canadian Identity and Values 


Canadians are proud of their Canadian citizenship and share many values: 


87% are proud to be Canadian citizens. 


— 83% agree that more should be done to make Canadians feel proud to be 
Canadian citizens. 


95% believe you can be proud to be a Canadian and be proud of your ancestry at 
the same time. 


The vast majority (78%) believe that Canadians share many values. 
— 91% felt these values are important in binding people together as a nation. 
— 89% of Canadians think that more should be done to emphasize their common values. 


— 65% agree that the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms sets out many values which 
are shared by Canadians. 


— 54% think that most persons born and raised in a province have pretty much the 
same values. 


— 49% think most persons who are raised in Canada have pretty much the same values. 


Ethnic Diversity in Canada 


For most Canadians, diversity is part of their everyday lives: 


% living in a racially/culturally diverse neighbourhood 


82% of Canadians live in neighbourhoods with some or many persons of different ethnic 
or racial backgrounds. 


40% have family members with different ethnic or racial backgrounds. 
64% work with people from different ethnic or racial backgrounds. 


73% have friends they see regularly who have different ethnic or cultural backgrounds. 


British Columbia 
Alberta 


Manitoba / Saskatchewan 


Ontario § 
Québec 


Atlantic 


0 20 40 60 80 100 


Survey conducted by The Angus Reid Group for Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada, June - July 1991 


Multiculturalism Policy 


Canadians generally support the multiculturalism policy of Canada: 


@ Support for multiculturalism policy 
varies little from region to region, 


ranging from 68% in Québec to 
54% in Alberta. don’t know/not 


stated 15% 


strongly 
support 
19% 


® Support is strongest among the 
young (74%) and weakest among 
retirees (49%). 


strongly y 
oppose 10% 47 = 


® People with a high school 
education or higher are more likely 
to support the multiculturalism somewhat 
policy (63%) than those who have oppose 
not completed high school (53%). 14% 


@ 76% think multiculturalism applies somewhat support 


to all Canadians, regardless of 42% 
ancestry. 


Multiculturalism Programs 


Most Canadians support multiculturalism activities: 


@ 89% support activities to eliminate racial discrimination through public education. 


& 85% support helping Canadian citizens who are immigrants acquire the skills and knowledge 
to integrate into Canadian society. 


@ 83% support helping everyone deal with ethnic, cultural and racial diversity. 


@ 90% support activities to ensure equal access to jobs regardless of ethnic and racial 
backgrounds. 


@ 58% support helping ethnic/racial minorities preserve their cultural heritages in Canada. 


% expressing support for activities to: 


Help police improve dealings with different 
ethnic/cultural groups 


Develop school materials to teach about other 
cultures 


Eliminate racism in the health, justice, education 
| systems 


Provide funds for festivals/special events celebrating 
different cultures 


Result of Multiculturalism 
Most Canadians see multiculturalism as a benefit for Canadian society: 


& 77% believe multiculturalism will enrich Canada’s culture. 


@ 73% agree multiculturalism will ensure that people from various cultural backgrounds 
will have a sense of belonging to Canada. 


& 65% agree that a society with a variety of ethnic or cultural groups is more able to tackle new 
problems as they occur. 


6 55% think that it is best if different ethnic or cultural backgrounds are not forgotten 
as soon as possible. 


@ 12% believe strongly that multiculturalism will destroy the Canadian way of life. 


% expressing agreement that multiculturalism will: 


Provide greater equality of opportunity for all groups 


Promote better foreign trade and international relations 
with other countries 


Create greater conflict between groups 


Force Canada to change too quickly 


Prejudice and Discrimination 

Most Canadians recognize that prejudice and discrimination are problems: 
@ 66% think that discrimination against non-whites is a problem in Canada. 

@ 54% think society as a whole discriminates against some whites. 


@ 68% think that problems with racism and prejudice will not solve themselves over 
time without government intervention. 


% expressing agreement that: 


People should make it on their own and not blame 
racial/cultural background for problems 


It is more difficult for non-whites to be successful than 
whites 


Government should set example and hire more 
ethnic/cultural minorities 


Hiring certain groups of people is employer’s own 
business 


Attitudes to Different Cultures and Groups 


Most Canadians see multiculturalism as a benefit for Canadian society: 


@ Most Canadians are opposed to polygamy (77%): teachings that men are superior to 
women (71%); and arranged marriages (64%). 

@ Nearly 80% of Canadians think that parents should not be allowed to refuse medical treatment 
based on cultural or religious grounds. 


@ Canadians generally feel somewhat more comfortable around people who are born in Canada 
than among recent immigrants. 


&e On the whole, Canadians feel less comfortable with people from the following groups: Indo- 
Pakistanis, Sikhs, West Indian Blacks, Arabs and Moslems — than they do with people of 
other groups. 


@ 51% of Canadians think that recent immigrants should have as much say about the future of 
Canada as people who were born and raised here. 


@ 15% think racial intermarriage is a bad idea. 


Comparison of 1974 and 1991 Surveys 


The last comprehensive survey of attitudes towards multiculturalism in Canada funded by the Multiculturalism 
Program was in 1974. 


1974: Included a representative sample of 1,849 Canadians aged 16 years old and over. In-field interviews 
were conducted during June-July 1974. 


1991: Included a representative sample of 3,325 Canadians aged 18 years old and over. Telephone interviews 
were conducted in June-July 1991. 


Selected Highlights 
® In 1991, 62% of Canadians knew about the federal multiculturalism policy, compared to 41% in 1974. 


® In 1991, 18% of Canadians believed that multiculturalism policy would destroy the Canadian way of life, 
compared to 32% in 1974. 


& In 1991, 78% of Canadians believed that multiculturalism policy would enrich Canadian culture, 
compared to 61% in 1974. 


@ In both 1974 and 1991, the percentage of Canadians believing that multiculturalism policy will cause 
greater conflict between groups of different origins was 37%. 


® In 1991, 65% thought that a society with more ethnic groups was more able to tackle new problems as 
they occur, while 51% did so in 1974. 


. In 1991, 32% of Canadians felt it was best if immigrants forget their cultural backgrounds as soon as 
_ possible, while 28% did so in 1974. 


@ In 1991, 39% thought that, if members of ethnic groups wanted to keep their culture, they should keep it 
to themselves, compared to 51% in 1974. 


@ In 1991, 42% of Canadians thought that the unity of the couniry was weakened by ethnic groups 
sticking to their old ways, compared to 36% in 1974. 


@ In 1991, 46% of Canadians felt that people coming to the country should change their behaviour to be 
more like Canadians, while 56% did so in 1974. 


@ In 1991, 58% of Canadians agreed with the government's support of activities aimed at preserving 
cultural heritages, while 69% did so in 1974. 


Cautionary Note 

Comparisons between 1974 and 1991 must be interpreted with caution due to changes in the wording 
and ordering of questions, the context within which questions were asked, and differences in the 
demographic characteristics and the sizes of the samples. 


Background and Purpose 


Background of the Survey 
Eo The 1991 Attitude Survey was undertaken in June - July 1991 by The Angus Reid Group 


& In its 1991 report, New Faces in the Crowd, the Economic Council of Canada recommended that the 
1991 survey be conducted as planned and be replicated on a regular basis. 


Purpose of the Survey 


% To contribute to a deeper understanding of Canadian attitudes towards ethnocultural diversity, 
citizenship, racial discrimination and multiculturalism policies 


® To assist in the design of government policies, programs and communications dealing with 
ethnocultural diversity, citizenship, racial discrimination and multiculturalism policies 


& To serve as a reference point for assessing changes in the attitudes of Canadians over time through 
comparison with past and future surveys 


Methodology 


The 1991 Attitude Survey presented in this package is the result of a wide-ranging testing and validation 
program. Following an extensive review of other surveys of attitudes towards multiculturalism, a preliminary 
draft of the questionnaire was completed towards the end of 1989. As further developmental work on the 
survey proceeded in 1991, focus or discussion groups consisting of persons with both pro and con attitudes 
towards multiculturalism were recruited. Held across Canada, these groups were used both to obtain much 
more in-depth information on these attitudes and to refine the survey questionnaire. Several pretests of the 
entire questionnaire were conducted in both English and French. As a result of these activities, many of the 
questions included in the originally proposed questionnaire were eliminated, some were modified, and a 
number of entirely new blocks of questions were created. 


The survey involved a national base sample of 2,500 Canadian adults along with booster samples in each of 
Toronto, Montréal and Vancouver in order to include at least 500 respondents in each of the three major urban 
centres of Canada. The total sample size including the booster samples is 3,325. The survey itself went into 
the field in the last week of June 1991, and was completed by the end of the third week of July 1991. 
Telephone numbers for the sample were randomly generated using The Angus Reid Group in-house 
computerized sample selection procedure. This generates telephone numbers by Census Division so that the 
sample selected is proportionate to population distributions consistent with Census data. A quota system was 
used to ensure proportionate representation by male and female respondents. 


The table given below shows the regional breakdown and corresponding confidence intervals (at a confidence 
level of 95%) for each region across the country. 


National Sample Frame 


Region Sample Size Margin of Error 
Atlantic Za +/-6.5% 
Québec (excl. Montréal) 426 +/-4.8% 
Québec (Montréal only) 500 +/-4.4% 
Ontario (excl. Toronto) 5/6 +/-4.1% 
Ontario (Toronto only) 500 +/-4.4% 
Prairies 442 +/-4.7% 
British Columbia (excl. Vancouver) 152 +/-8.0% 
British Columbia (Vancouver only) 500 +/-4.4% 
Total Proportionate Sample 2500 +/-2.0% 
Total Sample Se ras +/-1.7% 


SS RAR Tp SS TI RE SAFE SER SR ET SS SEN 5 Oa SSOP BT TS IT TS II DO IO RITTET 
For further information on this survey or multiculturalism policy and programs, please contact: 


Communications Branch 
Multiculturalism and Citizenship Canada 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OM5 
(819) 997-0055 
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